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Z 16 ouward bound on Burwood Highwayts way to the East Burwood terminus at Middleborough Roac
after opening of theoute 75extension in 1978. This tram was one of those partially funded by the \
Federal Governmentihan Public Transport Assistance Sdbéinial M&MTB photograph
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Vale Gough Whitlam

It is sadness that we note the passing=dward
Gough Whitlam, Prime Minister of Australia for
three tumultuous years betwev2 and 1975, on

21 October 2014.

Melbourne owes his Labor Government a debt of
gratitude for initially funding twethirds of the Z
class tram construction project, flagging 18&0s
renewal of our tramway syster®ther cities used
funding from the same fedd program for
purchasing new buses, which had on average service
lives of no more than twenty years, while thirty of
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the original Z class trams anewapproaching forty abutment opening up crevices in the road surface

years incontinuouservice. on the Richmond side of the bridd: 3am the
northern side of the road had subk at least30

Following the fall of the Whitlam Government, the cm leading the Richmond city emggr to believe

Frase Government cut the funding for the Z class  that the collapse of the bridge was inevitable. The

trams. This meant that the delivery rate veaiced tram rails and overheaavire were cut to limit the

from the planned fifty trams per year to under expected damage to the roadnd tramwayif the

twenty trams per year from Z 39 onwards, as the bridge wassweptaway.

Hamer State Government continued to fund the Z

classprogram atits committed rate. However, the water levels were receding, falling

_ o ~_ two metredy 7am.Officials from the M&MT8the
However, without the original federal funding, it is  chief Architect, A.G. Monsborough and the

unlikely that the Z classnstructioprogram would Permanent Way Superintendent, M.J. Gassught

everhave been undertaken. the bridge could be savedlramways work crews
shored up he western abutment with over a

Wallen Road Bridge Savefdom 1934 Flood thousand sandbags andnany old tram raif

_ gradually stabilising the flood damage.
One of the most devastating floodgperienced in

Melbourne @curred eighty years ago in 1934. In the early afternoon, it was clear that the
Over the first two days of Decemhe350 mm of immediate danger to the bridge had receded.
rain fell in 48 hours over the Yarra catchment, with Attention shifted to removing a large tree jammed
140 mm falling over metropolitan aredche deluge against the bridge piers. A charge of gelignite was

killed eighteen people and left over 6000 homeless. lowered into the tree and detonated. A few minutes

) ) _ _ later the debris was carried rapidly downstream.
The Yarra Riverbroke its banks, with massive

amounts of debris swept downstrealong with the After an inspection, it was determined that the
floodwaters.TheWallen Road Bridge at Hawthorn structure of the bridge was sound, although it would
created a bottleneck for the floodwaters on their =~ reman closed until the western abutment was
way to the sea. repaired.

This bridge was built in 188b a utilitarian design The WallenRoad Bridge was further strengthened
in a combination of cast and wrought iron, over 193638, with an additional span being
connectingdawthorn with Richmond. It was widened added on the western bank to carry the roadway
and strengthened in 1916 to carry the double track and tramway over the new Boulevard. The western
tramway of the Hawthorn Tramways Tagsbss the abutment was relocated a further thirty feet away
Yarra River Now, it was under severe threat of  from the river bank.

collapse, from thebattering the bridge piers
received from the floodnd its debris L.J. Flanagand Tramway Trust Architect

Mu c h of the ~character of
infrastructure was shaped by two architects. During
the expansion of the Melbourne & Metropolitan
Tramway Board (M&MTB) over the 1920s and
1930s the built environment was theprassibility of

A.G. Monsboroughin the decade prior to the
creation of the M&MTB in 1919, the peminent
tramway architect was L.J. Flannagan.

Damage to the road surface on the Richmond side of
the Wallen Road Bridge3 December 1934. Photo
from The Age newspaper.

Unlike Monsborough, who was a-finle employee
of the M&MTB, Flannagan ran his own practice.
Over a relativey brief period he was engaged to
But this was not the wodstngerto the bridge.Late undertake a number of commissions by both the
in the evening of 2 December, theswirling Prahran & Malvern Tramway Trust (PMTT) and the
floodwaters were scouring out the western Hawthorn Tramway Trust (HTT). In fact, tramway


http://www.hawthorntramdepot.org.au/papers/monsborough.htm
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commissions comprised only a small part of
FIl annagands out putppssiblyet

some of his begtnown buildings.

Leonard John Flannagan (188#%5). Architect for

the Prahran & Malvern Tramways Trust and the
Hawthorn Tramways TruBhoto courtesy ofthe
University of Melbourne.

Leonard John Flannagan was born in Richmond in
1864, the son of noted earliMelbourne archefct

John Flannagan. Educated at St James Grammar
School , FIl annagan was ar
over the period 188685.

Over a career of more than 50 years, Leonard
FI annagands
wide range of styles that representede leading
edge fashions of the da§ progressing from Gothic,
to 1880s ltalianate, then Queen Anne and finally
Opicturesqued and the
bungal ows. Whil e much
was residential, his output also inctude wide
range of commercial and other commissions,
including shops, offices, warehouses, farm buildings,
schools and churches.

of

FIl annaganods first
Malvern Depot building in Coldblo Road, Malvern
for the PMTT in 19020 The Edwardn style used

was popular at the time for commercial buildings.
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He was also responsible for a workshop (now
demolsied) andv officek alildirg ratethe same site in
1911-12, and further extensions in 1913, and
designed the first freestanding electrical sulistat
of the PMTT in Rusden Street, Elsternmhath was
built in 1914.

His next major tramway commission was the 1915
PMTT Kew Depot building, in High Street, Kew, and
| ater in the same year,
building for the HTT was completethese two
depots sharea number of similar feature® most
notably large arched windowsd with Kew
representing a transiti oneé
ol der Edwardi an style anc
Romanesqueesign

Fl

Flannagan also designed a variety of tnashelters

for both the PMTT and the HTT, over the period
from 1912 to 1917, in both rustic and verandah
forms. However, his focus shifted from Melbourne to
Mornington over this period, with increasing
involvement in local affairs in the seaside holiday
resort. He was elected as Mornington Shire
President in 1918, remaining active in local
governmentfor many years. Flannagan finally
retired from his architecture practicel BB6.

He died in Mornington on 2 November 1945,

Fl annagands tr amwacdivedui | d
examples of early 20th century Melbourne
architectured especially Hawthorn Depot, which
now houses the Melbourfram Museum.

Nelv BidpByd

Our content development team has been busy
producing more placards for our Rogues Gallery,

at his father os fi

architecturagy gightySoh hd FepotCWRIS. OrAEPrRY Fdlds @

cover:

1 Thomas BedtBent by Name, Bent by Nature.
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1 F.B. Clap@® Tramway Entrepreneur
G.S. Duncaé Tramway Engineer

More placards are in théesign pipeline, including

t r a mw & planned sefgs cammemprating jhe igvolvement of

Mélbourn& tramways in the First World Wawhich
is planned to be ready for the centenary of Anzac
Day, on 25 April 2015
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We have also added to the displays in the depot
by hanging a large blackboard formerly used
educate trainee tram drivers in the key components
of W class tramcarslhis blackboard was stored in
the driver training room for several years

Yarra Trams have donated some wall hangings that
were used to publicise the centenary of Essendon
Depot and electric trams in Melbourne, together
with a pair of hangings covering the Route 109
program. These have been used to refreshHdbk

of the main meeting room, providing a welcome lift
to its appearance.

Website News

As previouslypromised, the websitertécle onTom
Percival Stricklandhe designer of the W class, has
nowbeenpublished

The next article will be on L.J. Flannagan, the
architect responsible for the design of Malv&mew

and Hawthorn Depots, along with the Rusden Street
substation and numerous tram shelters still in use
today. While an abridged version of this article
appears in this issue 8fhe Bellcordthe complete
article will include a significant number ofopbs of
Flannaga® work as well as morén depth
treatment of hidife and career The author of both
articles is Noelle Jones.

FOHTDwill be rebrandng our website, so the
heading on every pagewill say 'Melbourne Tram
Museum @ Hawthorn Depot' ratherrtigriends of
Hawthorn Tram Depot'

This change is in line with our trading name, and
delivers a clearer message to any potential visitors
regarding our activitiesThe overall design of the
website will not change, although the front page will
be refreshd, reflecting our desired focus on
museum activities and the visitor experience

Centenary Celebrations

In 2016, it will be one hundredegrs sincenuseum
tramsHawthorn number 8 an8 classyaumberl64
entered traffic, and ne hundred years since the
Hawthorn Tramways Trust aviélbourne, Brunswick
& Coburg Tramways Trust started operations.

It will also be the centenary of Hawthorn Deftte
FOHTD Committee will be holding a meeting
Hawthorn Bpot on 14 February 2015 at 9:30am
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Open Days- 2014

13 December

Open Days- 2015

10 January
28 February
11 April

23 May

11 July

24 January
14 March
25 April

13 June 27 June

25 July 8 August

22 August 12 September 26 September
10 October 24 October 14 November
28 November 12 December

14 February
28 March
9 May

The Melbourne Tram Muse@rmHawthorn Depot
is open on the second and fourth Saturdays f
January to November, and the second Saturt
of December.

Opening hours are 11adBpm.
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to discusoptions forcelebrating theseémportant
tramway events.

Members are invited tattend this meting, in order

to corribute their ideas to mark the centenary of

Hawthorn DepotMorning teaand biscuitswill be
provided to those attendingPlease nt that the

meeting will closat 11:00am, when the museum will

openfor its normal hours of operation.


http://www.hawthorntramdepot.org.au/papers/strickland.htm
http://www.hawthorntramdepot.org.au/papers/strickland.htm
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Wall hangings celebrating thetesmary of Essendon Depot and electric trams in Melbourne in 2006, do
Yarra Trams, now hangingne of the alcoves in the main display room at the museum. Photo by Rus:

Wall hangings promoting the development of the Tram 109 project, donated by Yarra Trams, nomw
one of the alcoves in the main display room at the museum. Photo by Russell Jones.






